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COSTLY

HIGH PRICES PAID
WORK OF PACIFIC COASI NATIVES.

Remarkable Growth of tho Fad of Collecting
California Indian Baskets in This Country
and In Europe- Artistic Tuste and Patlent

INDIAN  BASKETS.

Labor Shown by Squaws in Thelr Work. '

Poaoxa, Cal, July o - A grimy, frayed
hasket about the size and shape of & common
round foor bathtub, woven with dried grasses
by an Indian squaw several generations ago,
was eagerly bought at S8an Diego the other
day for $1%0. Fiftesi years ago a Klamath
Indian in northern California sold the basket
for 50 cents, and seven years ago the same
dasket was sold for $40. Then it progrossed
M value at saveral sales by leaps of $10 and
0. It is prized by the Indlan basket con-
noisseurs because of its extraordinarily fine
woave and its unlque coloring. No such bas-
ket has been made In thirty or more years,
and ity counterpart Is unknown. It ocom-
plates a oolleotion of Indian baskets showing
the evolution of textila art in an aboriginal
tribe among whom the art of fine basket mak-
\ng Is practically extinct, Last year a col-
Yection of some two hundred Indian baskets,
representing twenty-two tribes, residing all
the way from British Columbia to Yucatan,
Central America, was bought by the curator
of the Royal Museupu at Vienna for $9,300.
These and other similar facts have brought
for the first time the attention of many per-
«ons to the fast-growing value thers is In col-
lections of old Indian baskets

A widaspread vogue has sprung up for cole
lecting baskets from the Pacifle Coast and
Bouthwestern tribes. The Eastern tourists
who spent last winter {n California left many
thousands of dollars out here In exchange
for Indian baskets, No other fad has been
taken up so vigorously by the people of the
Pacific Coast, and few fads cost so much money
to indulge. As for one's satisfying the ambi-
tion to form a compieta collection of aborigi-
nal fine art basketr:, that is almost out of the
question. A Caifornia Indian basket may
he bought for $1.50 or $2, but it i3 not what
& knowing basket collector cares for, The
eheap modern specimens have heavy fibres
and course stitches or strands, and have been
made simply for the white man's money and
in the shortest time, The Indlun basket con-
noisseur will have nothing but delicately woven
baskets with mellow colored markings and
soft and flexible strands, yet so exqulsitely
put together that they have withstood bard
usage, and hold water as well as a stone veas
sel. Such baskets were woven through weeks
and months of infinite patience. They were
the savage makers’ masterpieces, and were
designed to pass as heirlooms from genera-
tlon to generation. They «cost nowadays
from #25 to $120 sach, and each year adds to
their valua. Fifty or sixty baskets, sach show-
fng a stage in tribal handicraft, make a fair
eollection, but to get them together some-
ona has to travel hundreds of mlles up and
down the Pacific coast to the reservations,
to do a heap of talking and coxing among
the remnants of the old tribes, and to spend
A lot of money. Some Indian basket colleo
tors in southern California have been adding
to their textile treasures for a dozen years
At an expenditure of diligent planning, hard
fravel and small fortunes, and despair of ever
getting together a fairly completa collaction,

A score of years ago thers was no real ool=
lnction of Indian baskets. The few stray speci-
mens of aboriginal bazketry that people owned
were tossad on top shelves and in out-of-the=
way places in homes here and there on the
Paciflo coast. There were specimens of bas-
kets in some of the museums and public li-
braries in Oregon and California. Nearly
every town had a few residents who picked
up at diffarent times Indian grass-woven bas-
kets, and kept them as curlous apecimens of
savage workmanship. Mrs. Helen Hunt Juck-
son, when she was in southern California got-
ting material for her mission Indian story “Ra-
mona,” wrote several magazine articles upon
tho growing value of Indian basketry as the
highest expression of savage art. Pacifle

coast journals and teachers took up the sube
ect of collecting all the forms of baskets among

aciflo coast tribes, era the art was lost.  Soon
tha collactions which ara now most nearly com- |
plete wers under way in Callfornia and Oregon |
museums. o nolsseura in basketry sprang |
up, extrgvumnt prices for certain fine weaves |
were pald, and in every Pacifie coast commune
ity Indian baskets became a means of home
decoration.

Nowadays Indian-basket collacting is al-

oSt & mania in umn{' comiunities on  the
acifle coast. In hundreds of homes the par- !
lor, library and chamber walls are draped with
Navajo blankets, upon which ara artistically
arranged Indian baskets from tribes in Cali-
fornia, Arizona and Oregon, of all shapes, |
colorings, degrees of aboriginal grime and
varieties of weave. The sorry rempants of
the once great tribes have exchanged the beaus-
tiful specimens of their ancestors’ chojcest
handiwork for tin pails, glass jars and earthen |
crocks. No matter how battered, worn or |

imy an aboriginal basket may be in thesa |
ays, if it but have the solit browns or dull |
burnt radsthat only the old squaws of California
new how to produce, and if its age {8 known
to be anywhere from 40 to 100 years, almost '
An* sum _can be had from a connoisseur for it.
he Eastern tourists in (alifornia avery
winter were won by the benutf' and variety of in-
tareat in Indian basket oollections, and theyv
carried the collecting ﬁ)u:mn bark to their
omes. The zeal of collacting Indlan baskets
as spread to Europe, In all the larger cities
of the Pacific coast and the tarritories peopla
mployed by the wealthy basket collactors
n the Eastern States and Europe are always
n the market for specimens of aboriginal
asketry. Some of the largest private col-
ections of baskets on this coast comprise 120
specimens. The Campbell collection in Los
Angeles comprises 138 baskets and is very com-
Dl.:fe. It has cost upward of $8000, and, he-
sides, it was made belore the voguemada the
weaves «o costly. The more  enthusinstic
vollectors seldom have dealings with the sallers
of baskets in the curio stores of this region,
referring to go themselves out among the
Fuohln tribes and to bargain for specimens
that suit their fancy.

Basketry was the most developed art among
r)“m Californin aboriglnes.  In some tribes
t has been the sole art. A scientific collection

cof Iudian basketa shows the gradual advance
of 8 tribe from crudest ideas of textile art and
beauty to a remarkable degree of taste in in-
genious, graceful markings, flexible flne weaves
and soft harmonious colorings. For instance,
the Jawett collection of baskets from the Tu-
lare tribe nnl{ shows how during about a cen-
tury the basket makers deveio a basket,
which, in torm, color and delicate, firm weave,
oanno! beequalled by any other people. Rimply
with grasses and reeds the old squaws ex-
pressed in weaving their ideas of l}m artistle
and useful.  Each tribe had irs particular no-
tions as 1o what wasdesirable and a connols-
seur in Indian baskets knows at a glance the
work or any tribe, and almost the time of the
making of the particular specimen  brought
to him. The aboriginal basket makers got
thelr patterns from nature. They lmitated
acorns, mesaiiie bean pods, pine gones, heads
of artichokes and teasel burrs, Their ideas
tor basket marking and ornamentation wersp
horrowed from the black wmarks on lizards and
rattlesnukes, from the gay plumage of birds,
rom zigzax streaks of lightoning and from
the overlupping of branches on palm trees.

A good collection of Indian baskets shows

wonderinl iventive genfus, fertlity of re-
sourcs and marvellous patience of the squaw
weavers  On the hot, arid wastes of the South-
west, where water had 1o be varried long dis-
tances and stored for family nse, the aborigine
devised  great baskets so tightly woven of
wrasees 0s 1o pold water, and at the same time
by easy of carriage. Uhe lightest, toughest
i uost Mexible of waterials were chosen
for the maunfacture.  Tha basket became the
ali-important utensil in the life ol the Cali-
fornia and Southvuest lodiuns. Food was
cvokad 1n grass-woven baskets. Water was
heated and sonp was made by heating stones and
then putting then into the l’muld in the basket
A bread of the tlour of acorns and plos nuta
was buked by plucing a heated stone in the
basket coutaiuing the dough. els were
used for gathering stores of acorns, mesquite
and other wild seeds. lLarger baskets were
Used for groonaries. In them the season's
supplies of dried nuts, frults, seeda, grasshop-
pers and erickets were stored by the squaws

There weraother uses for husk ts by the abor-
igines.  Taught by the oriole the form of a
nest tor the muuf. the Indian mother wove
In her fMoest handiwork and with (nfinite pa-
t{enen a basket nest for Ler brown baby. he
lined 1t with the down of milkweed and soft
fbres, as the oriole dows Then, when she had
lovinglv decorated it with bright feathers

and hits of colored stones, she strapped the
nracions basket to her back. Mortars were
aed Yy all Indians for grinding nuts and seeds,
bt sven this erude nulf was not complete unltl
the squaw had woven a rim of basketry and had
ovmetited it to the mertar, so as to save all the
food dnrinf the grinding. To winnow seeds
from their hulis and husks other baskets came
into use. Water jugs of finely woven grasses,
ingenionsly lined with an exudation of pine
troes, were made by all thiritty Indian womean,
and soma of them are as serviceable to-day,

more ots wers necessary—stroog, heavy
ones for storage :’ grain and nuuh?thcn
light, water-proof and substantial for the stor-
age of the animal skin clothing, when the sea-

NOW FOR THNE ' sonof heavy rains came.

Alone in the forest or out on the edge of a
lonely waste, woven 1rn. articles came into use
inevery phase of the Indian’s life. Flat plaques
avard in diameter and as smooth as a table were
woven for tribal %umblln purposes. Buckler
were made by the hundred, and the squaws vie
with one another to produce for their husbands
or lovers armor 8o strongly woveu that it would
yesist the most violent assault, and withal so
beautifully decorated that its wearer would
be the pride of the tribe. There were grass-
woven hats, moccasins and eaddies. The
variety of the Indian textile articles, the in-
finite number of shapes, the many kinds of
texture and the uncountable styles of decora-
tion all form an interesting study in the evo-
lution of savage esthetioism and handicraft.

The waalth and standing of an aboriginal
family were known in the triba by ita quantity
of kets. and the charaoter of the squaw
and her girla rested on the quality and orns-
mentation of the baskets. A woman who
could weave a handsome. lhn{:elv basket
larga a8 a barrel =0 finely that it could hold
vufar for & month without seepage was the
tribe. There were several squaw
ulares of the San Joaquin Valley an

of northern California who could

It took from six to nine ‘nonlhl to
nish the work. The average flnely woven
basket had thirty strands to the linear inch.
Occasionally there was a squaw who wove
more than forty strands of twisted grass to
the inch. They are marvels of skill in weaving
and worth their weight many times over
in gold. The Field Museum in Chicago has
a Modoe basket holding about a quart that
was woven fifty-seven stran to the inch.
[t {s without a counterpart. Nowadayvs the
Indians seldom weave baskets of more than

There's a wide difference between the old-
time California Indlan baskets and the bas-
kets that are made to-day. The former were
the heirlooms of a savage race. The latter
are made as quickly and cheaply as possible.
Formerly a squaw would spend a whole day
in twisting and exquisitely weaving a square
inch of grass basketry and for weeks would
she compound her dves with laborious care.
The old-time (‘allfomll Indian basket is to
modern basketry what Irish point lace i8 to
machine-made lace curtains. Nowadays the
white man's ideas are put into the weave. 'ihe-o
baskets are porous, rotgh and coarse in stranda,
while dyes bought at the store are good enough.
Besides, the pecullar grasses that made the soft,
pliable and marvellously durable baskets of
early days have disappeared with the white
man's farming operations on the Pacific Coast
and the retreat of the In back from the
coast toward the mountains. )

Before the Indians began making baskets
for money there were probably no two baskets
allke. The weavers delighted in forming bas-
kets of forms suggested to them by nature.
To-day they might start a basket shaped liko
an ant hill} to-morrow a shell from the sea-
shore would be imitated. and later a shrub,
a turtle or a bird's nest might be the patterns,
The Ingenious shapes and slzes of the baskets
in almest any good collection of California
Indian basketa are astonishing. Then the
original decorations of the textlle products
show a romukubﬁn instinet for harmonious
color effects. Some baskets from the mas-
ters in the textile art were deslgned and colored
from tlowers, leaves, the bark of trees and
rocks. The coloring 18 sometimes in dark
browns. black and red, admirably graded.
80 that some of the baskets appear to have
the rich tints of a finely colored meerschaun
mipe. Such tinting is particularly apparent
it the older and fluer baskets now dear to the
cullectors.

Some of the baskets of the Indians of northern
Callfornia, especially those of the Modocs, have
feathersor bduufhright clothwoven into them,
frequently the rich red of the great woodpecker
wedominating, while around tha edge are the
weautiful plumes of the California quall. Insome
of the old basketa the surface was originally
covered with red feathers, while circular beads
of bone were woven in around the edges, each
plece representing in our coinage a value of
about 12 cents,

The material of the textile artists varied ao-
cording to the loeality on the Paciflo Coast,
The tule grass, Juncfus robustus, {3 commonly
emploved, the Techahet Indians using it almost
exclusively. This grass was collected and dried.
and what were often thought to be brushes hy
strangers were merely bunches of this tule pre-

ared for the weaver's use. A tall, thin grass,

“ifa rigena, was used a8 a body of the coil,
abont which pieces of the juncus were wound.
Such of the latter ag were intended for orna-
mentation were ded black by sm;l-mc inwater
ortions of Suveda diffuse, and a rich * ellowish
yrown was produced in a like manner from the

lants Dalea emun{i and Dalea ynl,micm’n. The
Kmtoms of large baskets were often strength-
ened by the introduction of twigs of Rhuas
aromatica or aromatio cak. '

The Klamath and Modooe Indians of northern
California were famou: basket makers, tha
bhasketa belng constructed by the twined method
and being flexible, vet watertight, hience fur-
nishing the name water baskets often given
to the worlt. Some of them. llke the Esl River
tribe, v{ndum a colled and whipped etructure,
the cofl often double, with two rode or osiers
ecarried around In it Instead of one: while in the
baskets of the Tinne Indians the osleris ovarlaid
witha strip of vueca or bark. The ornamentation
{s accomplished by weaving in black rootlets

1ewel of the

in tha

Klamat
o that.

! or bark In a pattern of squares or other atiraet-

ive designs. A verv eoarse, highlv colored
basket otten found in California inade of a
bundle of vueea, s the work of the Coahuila
Apaches, The sewing is done with splints of
varions natural colors, reserphling reed cane
I'lie ornamentation Is often a serles of chestfint-
colored erosses or serles of rhormboids inclosing
trinnglea of another tint.  Manv of the fine large
haskets, with intricate ornamentation and
linman figurea introduced, are made by the
Tokut Indians, and these rank as the most
elaborate examrles of this Indian industry,
The introduction of extraneous substances
into Intian basketry, cuch as heads, shell
and feathers came at about 1810, The Pomos
reached the highest perfaction {n this form of
decoration, but the feather work of all the
northern California tribes proves the unenm-
mon delicacy of the native taste, No inhar-
monious colors are naad, and while the splendar
of the eolor seems to have answered every de-
mand, this was often enhanced hy contrast,
When the Ruasian explorers came down the
Pacific coast thay were strick with the rare
artistio skil] of the red reorle, and many spoe-
imens of the Indian feat' ar ornamented hase
kets were sent to 8t. Petershurg. One of the

. Vides six

most notable examples of elaborate feather |

ornamentations of basketry i8 a haby hasket
in the State library at Sacramento, It is
almost covered with the down of woodpackers’
scalps, amoug which ara many loors of etring
heads,  Around the rim of the basket s a row
of little black ouails’ plumes exquisitaly ar-
ranged. The harmony of coloring is surpris-
ing. More than 200 woodpeckers were sacri-
ficed in the making of this basket. A\ souaw
was busy with the basket and its ornamenta~
tion at times for three years,

When President Harrvison and his
wore in California in 1891 an old chisf of (he
Pomos gave Mrs, Harrison a marvellous fex-
tile creation of his mother =ome sixty vears
hefore, The basket was the size of a cominon
dairy milk pan, and its shave was like the shal)
of aseanrchin,  From rim to bottom the auter
side of the hasket was a solid sheen of purple
and gold- the reflection of the plumage of
tropieal birds woven into the strands of twistod

» butiding 1% known to then.

]
party

|
|

krasses with extreme patience and rare native |

taste in color. Closer examination of the
hasket showed that the deep dark greenish
rlnmn of the summer duck of California had
peen worked in so closely that not a particle
of the sustaining mesh was to be seen, the
effect being a soft, uniform background set off
by the zigzaa lines of the more brilliant plumes
J the mountain lark. The top of the basket
was a solid sheen of the breast plumage of
the Oregon oriole in several soft shades. Tha
colors wera blended like plgment from a deft
brush, The rim wasencircled with nearly wam-
pum woven in &0 (ntricately and strongly that
one would have to cut and ravel the stitches and
strands to disengage the bits of pearl. The
Pomos said the basket's construction, first
and last, had occupied mueh of the squaw’s
time for several vears,

The old-time Indian basket makers gove
almost ag wuch time and thought to selecting
the materials for their artistic crsations nas
to the slow proceas of handsweaving and or-
namentation. Except her ehildren, there wus
nothing so dear to a squaw's heart as a textile
produect of hor own making that attracted
attention because of ita intricate taxture and
wrfect copy of nature's form and coloring.
k'mkn wore spent hy the artistic squaws l‘..
seoking through the woods hafora the sap
had gone and the pliabla roots had hardened,
for tha proper filbres for the framework for
her annual basket. They knew tha exact
season and the very spots whare the gragses
grew for the plastio hands, stitehes and strands
for thair weaving. VFor the larger and tougher
haskets, whicli were to have extra hard usage,
the foothills and lower mountain sides were
searched for the Carer mendncinanma.  Thie
material went into the frames. and the stuff
wns so carefully nxlnctod and tightly woven,
that some granary baskets ars to-dav as dur-
able. a8 aftractiveiv ocolorad and {mpervious
to water and weather as they wera seventv
veara ago. even aftar thev have had rough
“'“’f for vears in Indian camps

Tha roots and grasses were gathared w great
bundies and carried on the squaw’s shoulder
to a streamn of running water.  Thera the
squaws separated each bit of material and laid
it to soak In shallow water  The grasses ro-
mained in the water 2o many davs, the ronts
a cortain number of weaks. There was no
wness work about (. Tong experience told
the Indians what treatment to give their tex-
tile materials to have them at their best for
weaving. If allowed to soak too long, the
rasses beoams too brittle for lasting basketry:

for too short a time, the stitches could not
be tightly woven and the dves would weaken
'?ﬂ pliabllity, The squaws knew sxactivwhen
the roots. the grassss and the fibres of sapling
twiga were readv for the weaving. hen
bhegan davs r(\{ hard, patient toil whils the bark
Was strip from the roots and twigs. It
was labor that Involved tooth and nail.

Then came the slitting of tha root fibres
Often they were out with bons knives as flie
s the catgut strings of a violin, 1t was won
dorfull{‘ extrous work, and no white person
would have been content to performn such ex-
days at a time. When

alter several generations of hard use, they
Were whea { ned, - R
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dried just enough to retain their pliability,
the squaw turned her attention to the grasses.
Nome baskets required four or flve varietles for
the weaving. were sort out with
infinite care, Some were split and some were
worked through the squaws’' hands and olled
for hours so us to give themn greater flexi-
biliity. Every grass was chosen for its par-
tieular place in the weave. A jointed and rough
blade of grass was discarded, The least -
perfection in the splitting of a :uu blade
made it unfit for use by some fastidious oaske!
makers. When the materials were prepared
aocording to the taste of the squaw the work
of weaving began. With her bundles of split
root and twig fibres, and her heaps of selected
and prepared grasses by her, the squaw rquat~
ted herself in a spot remote from interruption
d inquisitive eyes, and began her work.
irst, there was the frame work for her artistio
conception. A few days usually finished the
fashioning of the ribs of the basket with root
fibres. In beginning a basket a central stalk
was made and the grass wound about it and
colled, fastened by fibres passing through
holes rnade for the purpose with a pointed bone
or metal awl. This was the commonest meth
employed. Taking as many grasses us her
work required, the squaw wrapped the rool
fibres d:?th' around the grasses for the initial
ooll. The work was evenly and firmly done.
Sometimes two or three full days were re-
wired even in this. In the second coll the
abm were passed through each turn of the
first coll as the winding and twisting of the
weave progressed, thus creating a system of
strands or stitches  Provision was made for
variation In ulizn and sha g n{ t{x&ibuk:tcg& ;lf:::
same prineiple as 8 u n knitting ol p
\\:{?k.pw»ng needles were used to hold the
frame work when the weaver laft her work
Day after day the slow, patient wuvmﬁ
proceeded. Coil after coil was woven wit
grasses--each chosen for ity tlcular place
and use—-and the colls were stitched together.
Fach time the Indian woman lashed the cofl
she plerced the stitch in the Pm'dln‘ row
w‘rh a bone awl and threaded the framework
through. She drew it tightly into place, there-
by making a locked stiteh, which is water-
tight, This was done so that if it were possi-
b'e to draw out the coil the shape of the basket
would be preserved. When the last coil of the
bottomn was done the decoration began. Then
the etrip of grass was laid on, lashed in place
then turned back u‘nin and lashed again, held
in place each time by a spruce throng. This
lapping back and forth gave it its.name and
also placed all the ornamentation on the out-
side.  The work was exceedingly difficult.
and one round of a large basket or three of a

small one meant a hard day's work for
an experienced basket maker. The last
round was dextrously woven. Sometimes

the finishing was plain and cometimes scalloped
The finish was caloulated to withstand the
rough usage of the mountains and plains, on
the sides of horses and the backs of women
and in the loading and unloading of canoes
Small wonder that these baskets last a lifetime
or two.

CHICAGO'S QUEER POSTAL DISTRICT.

Four Carriers Whose Work Is Wholly Within
a Ground Area of 70 by 400 Feet.
From the  hicago Tribune,

The smallest postal district in the world i<
under the roof of the Monadnock Building at
Jackson, Dearborn and Van Buren streets, in
Chicago. The building alone comprises a
separate and distinet district in ftself. At the
same time the volume of business there is the
largest of any of the gub-stations or even
districta in the city, save that of the Board of

Trade etation. In this immense seventeen-
storled structure, which covers the small
ground area of 400 feet long by 70 feet wide,
nearly 6000 people ouc}nm' the 1.200 rooms
When it is considered that the population of
many towns covering many miles of area do
not reach that figure. some conception of the

spulation_of the Mounaduock Building may
{:. had. The comparison is a striking one,
and serves to show what a large number o

| {-eo?le can be crowded into a small epace. It
s a

s0 an example of the economy in ground
space that has come to be necessary in this
commercial age. And out of this economy
has come the system of skyscrapers that the
larger cities. and especially Chicako, have been
forced to bulld.

The Monadnock postal district was estab-
lished on Mav 1. though a money order, stamp.
and registered letter station was established
there more than two years Ago to meet the
demands made by that section of the down-
town district, Prior to May 1 the deliveries
of mail in the building were made by carriers
working out of the central station at the foot
of Washington street, on the lake front, They
would have to route thelr maii at the main
offlce and then carry [t to tha  Manadnock
Building. The rapid increase in the volume
of 1oail overburdened the carriers 1o such an
extent stocuns=e the frequent use of auxiliory
servioe, and the expenditure of money in cnr
fare allowance in transporting the heavy yualls
fromn the central station to the bullding. In
order 10 relieve the situation an investigation
was made, resulting in the recommendation
by Supt. Garrity to Postinaster ChArles |
Gordon that the four carriers serving in the
bui'ding from the wiain offfes be trar=ferred
1o the .(lm:ml'uwk station, and that the malx
he despatehied 10 them by wagon messenger
This recomnmendation was approved by Post-
master Gordon. The building therenpon was
made a separate district and the carriers were
transferred on Mayv 1. The schedule of the
wagon =ervice was arranked so as 10 make

close connection with the carriers' deliveries. |

It provided for sixteen despatehes daily from
the central offiee to the Monadnock Buliding
and twenty from the building to tha central
offlen except on Sundavs, when the number
{8 only three to and two from the sub-station
and_ district ' .

The carriers’ «chedula in the bhuiiding nro-
deliveries every day excopt Supne-
day, and is o artangsd as to enable the men
to begin their deliveries yractically the same
time as they did when serving from the central
station. In these «iv deliveries the carriors
distribute on an average 25,000 pieces of mail
daily in the great office structure. At least
75 per ceut. of the mail recelved there for de-
livery is addressed without room number. The
diMoulties and delave that would naturally
row out of this condition can readily be seen
1‘);» carriers who serve the district are old ones,

however, and huve reduced the apparent draw- |

back to a minimum.  Seldom is a mistake made
in _the distribution. )

long training and service in the Postal De-
partmmant have made these carrlers adepts,
establishing a systeni that {nsures accurate
delivery of mall to the persons to whom it is
addres<ed. Every old or new oceupant of the
And when a new
erson cormes into the building, no matter how
{mmbla or high in position, lie gets his mail
promptly,  Such names are secured by the car-
riers on their respective floors and added 1o 1he
list. Those who leave the bullding are also
Lept up with and their mail is forwarded to their
new addresses.  In fact, the district, though
small in nrea, is a separate and distinet post-
office [n itsell, and the sane routine s found
there as in the centraloMee. Tt only differsin
degree

(OMMON DELECTS OF VISION,

Reasons Why PPersons Having Any of Them
Shonld Use Glasses,
Feom the Youth's
1ue three defects of evesight which are niost
commonly encountered in otherwise healthy
persons, and which can be more or less per-
fectly overcome by means of glasses are near-
sightedness, far-sightedness and astigmatism,
These are all important, for, besides the dis-
comfort and annoyance of imperfect sight,
the involuntary eYorts which the sufferer
makes to see better strain the eyes, and not
only injure them, but also glve rise, through
reflex action, to headaches and various nervons
disturbances,

Near-sightedness, ~llnrl-~|afh(0111ms!, or my-
opin, ns it 1s varionshy called, 18 a condition
of the eveball - usually a lengthening - in con-
soquence of  which the vavs of ﬂlwhl are
brought to a foeus in frout of the retina, and
0 the ohject 18 blurred

This condition may exist from hirth, but i
usually the result of too much and too early
use of the eyes, as in the case of students, en-

ravers, women who do flne sewing, and ~o
orth.  Thus we may say that putting «hildren
to work at some of the kKindergurten exercises,
such as perforating and drawing, is ina double
conse a short-aighted procedure

Many near-sighted people  refuse 1o wear
glasses, preferring o deprive themselves of
sight for evervthing beyond the nose rather
than to injure their personal appearance, as
theyv  think. This i« another short-sighted
policy, for, hestdes losing mueh of the jov of
existence which comes from seeing the hea-
tiful things abont and above us, such persons
are very lable to suffer from inflammation
of the eves produced hy constant sirain.

A less common defect §= long or far-sight-
edness or hvpermetropla.  This (s the apposite
of myopta. the ayehall being Mattencd or short
ened aud the ravs of lght consequently not
coming 1o a focus by the time they reach the
retina

Tu this case the eye often correcis the defect
mors or less  successfully by aking the
crystalline lens mors convex, but it does this
at the expense of the sufferer's nervous force,
and so we often find tired and congesied oves
headaches, indigestion and even =erlous ner-
vous affections. ‘The effort to  correct the
vision 1= entirely involuntarv, aud ean bhe over-
come only by the Atting of sultable convex

tCompan:

Winsses,

The third and most conuuon defect (s astig-
mtism. In this condition there s some (re-
regularity of the surface of the evo or the lens,
hy means of which the image as it reaches the
retina (= distorted.  Untreated  astigmatism
1% a frequent canse of headachin and other ner-
vous  disturbances. The only relief {8 the
wearing of glasses, ar least while roading
writing or whenever near objects are looked at

Matters of Interest Concerning Horses
are mors fully and ably treated in THE Bux's
news columns than in any other medium. Ade
vertising thus becomes more valuable in T::

of tiny root fibres had been #plit and | BUX [or obylous reasons. Kemember this,—4

THE SUN, SUNDAY, JULY 15,

SHOPS IN THE PHILIPPINES.

FASHION IN WHICH THE NATIVES
CARRY ON BUSINESS,

The No-Change Trick by Which Soldiers Are
Robbed -Chinese Merchants Shrewd and
Businessiike—-Blackmail by a Turk and
His Wife—A Transaction in Rice.

BINALBAGAN, Negros, P. [, June 2.-The
native fashion of transacting business wonld
drive an American business man bankrupt
and bald to Bloomingdale in thirty days. That
is, they would providing an American could
be found to adopt thewm.

The first stumbling block that an American
falls over when he attempts to do business with
the native storekeeper is the fact that the
storekeoper never has any change. An Amer-
ican goes into a native store and planks down
a peso (31, Mexican) and asks for a pack-
age of native tobacco. The usual price is 4
cents, Mexioan, The native looks at the peso,
rings it on the counter, looks at the dozen pack-
ages of the required article on his shelves and
then shoves his hand into & nearly empty money-
drawer. Finally, after rubbing the palm of
his hand several times over the bottom of the
money-drawer, he withdraws it and exhibits
three dukkos in change. A dukko is equal to
one and one-fifth cents, Mex can. Then he calmly
offers the three dukkos (n lieu of the 60 cents,
Mexican, due as change, and reaches half hope-
fully for the peso. When the American de-
clines to transact business on that basls, the
native shrugs his shoulders, gives a sigh of
resignation and says:

“No more chauge.”

The idea of going over to the market place,
or the cockpit, or a gambling house, or a tuba
joint to get change apparently never enters
his head. If there is any running after change
to be done, he evidently expects his customer
to do it.

Every once in a while a fresh and newly
arrived recrult runs up against this no-change
customn, and then as a rule there is trouble. In
the first place a newly arrived recruit is usually
in a perspiration and a hurry, and what he wants
lie wants right away. His pulse hasn’t adjusted
{tself to the gait of the torrid zone. He falls
breathlessly into a native shop and demands
a package of native tobacco. The native shop-
keeper smilos and smiles and smiles, and in the
courss of ten minutes produces the tobacco.
The recruit bangs a peso on the counter and
shouts for 80 cents, Mexican, change in a hurry.
The native goes through the stereotyped search
of his money drawer. He knows that there isn't
60 cents there beforehand. But the search is
part of his system. Finally he says: “No
change.” The recruit grabs his peso and says
Jauntily, American style: “All right. I'll pay
vou next time I come this way. So long.”

At this the sleepy native suddenly wakes up.
He doesn't understand the credit system. ex-
cept from one side. Credit with him means,
“Heads 1 win, tails you lose.” His smiling face
darkens as If a cloud liad passed between it
and the blazing sun outside. He s outside the
counter at a bound and s clutching at the pack-
age of tobacco under the recruit’s arm. Now
the recruit wants that tobaeco and he {s in a
hurry.  So instead of glving up the tobacco
he reaches in his pocket, pulls out the peso and
tossing it indifferently on the counter says
good-naturedly: “All right. If you won't
trust me I'll trust you, You owe ma 80 cents,
Mexican, Savey? Take a good look at my
mug, for I expect you to pay me the next time
T come. Adlos.”

The natlve's face is wreathed in smiles now,
He wants to shake both hands, and to put one
arm around the recruit's neck and pat him on
the back with the other hand.  And he wastes

wages.  But the recruit shakes him off in dis-
st and goes his way. Three dayva later the
recruit drops into the store. The native is
all smiles until the recruit says incidentally:

‘Pap [the soldiers nickname all natives
after Papa Isio], you debo lowe] me 60 cents,
Mex'.  If you've got it, 1T want you to pay up.
It vou've got bottled beer I'll take it out in
that."

But the native's face has suddenly bhacome
a blank and he says, “‘No savey.” Finally,
+ when it is put so plainly that he cannot pretend
| to misunderstand, he has not the faintest rece
ollection of the trangaction. Right at thai
moment there is usually a sound as if some
hired man in the neighborhood had knocked
the head oup of an empty barrel, and a dapper
little native turns a half somersanlt and lands
in a heap of his own empty beer hottles,
bark, bables yell, women scream, and native
men rush Into the store and run around in cir=
cles and all talk and gesticulate at onew. Fi-

nally some one flshes the storekeeper out of
his bottles and ties up his head in a hig wod
of brulsed leaves. Then his wife and several
ol hin female relatives Tr 10 the quarters of
the commanding officer of the American troops
The women each take nlunf two half-naked
babies, When they get to the oMcer they all
talk  and esticulate  at  onee of
course the bables, who are held upside down
and any other way, howl louder than ever
I'he officer, unless he 18 a very Daniel, gives
the recruit sixty dayvs In the guardhouse with-
out hearing his side. It would be imposeible
to hear that or anything else while the native
witnesses are present Sixty days later the
recrult s released.  He is wiser and not in so
bl(n hurry by that time.

Now this same utative when his daughiter
gets marrled will keep open house for the whole
{town for three days and nights  Everybody
s Invited. incinding the four or flve American
soldiers who have been good-uatured enougl
i to permit this partleular native to swindle them.
There is dancing all day and all night, the na-
tive brass bund, if there is one, belng constantly
in attendance. The dining table will groan
under an nbundance of ﬂvor?'lhina eratable
und drinkable and smokable, that the market
affords.  For thres days and nights the town
eats, drinks and makes merry at thls native's
expense. How Le manages it 1've tried in
vain to find our. Tt is my opinion that he goes
in debt for the bulance of his life for his daugh-
ter's wedding.  He must norwgage Limself,
I can't see any other sohition.  And all this
merry-making. the bride’s satin gown and
white veil, the youthtul bridesinaids, the huge
wodding cakes and papa’s and juamma's grief
over lostng their dacling dauglitor. are fre-
quently in honor of an old woman- 46 yvears is
old here—the mother of & big family, who has
been living for twenty vears with the man she
has now inarried. ‘They have been waiting
all these years for the family purse tg get fat
euough to enable them to marry in sty Aud
now they are happy. The day after the close
of the festivities papa’s two younger daugh-
tors show up at American quarters at meal
tine with empty tomato cans in which to col-
lect the leavings from the soldier mess.

The Chinese storekeeper (s a leach, & robber
and a gold hoarder, but he is realty the only
business-like business man on the«w jslands,
and he {s also the most honorabla, He will pay
his debts. When he has once satisfled himself
that you will pay your debts he will extend the
most liberal credit,  But he is well informed
and hard to deceive.  ‘Take the case of a soldier.
He will tell by a glance 4t & non-coni’'s chey-
rons, within a dollur or two of his mouthly pay.
The man who gets eredit from one Chinaiman
muy rest assured that every other Chinaman
in the pushlo knows the exact amount of that
eredit in the course of an hour.  He also works
the no-change schame, hut unlike the native
pot for the purnose of perpetrating a hol
steal, but in order to get vou back to his stors
in the hope of making additional sales.  1s u
matter of fact T beliave that e Chinaman
was the originator of the no-change racket
His scheme ix to corner ail the simull change
and thus foree trade to his door through the
inability of other dealers to minke change at
all.  Certain it is, that when John sees that his
no=change talk (s endangering a sale he will
promptly  produce change tor any piece of
money You can produce. If you permit John
to owe you the changs vou need not weorry
about it" He will remember a craditor's face
and the amount for vears, but if poseible he
will jollv hini into taking it out i trade

The Filipino atorekesner {s had enough, but
the Turkish trader in the<e islands out-devils
the devil. He does his work behind the pet-
ticoats of a wife who i« llke the orfiginal snake
from the Garden of Lden crossed with a tiger,
There was a Turkish trader at l<abela when
I was< there. One day 1 dropped into his store
Ihe Turk was< suave and smiling and anxious
to do business. Directly his wife came in
She wa< a hideons hag of 4. | once asked
her where she lived when a girl and she an-
swered “Port Said” She speaks French, She
came into the store thie time with her things
on, ready 1o go out. She no sooner saw me
than she grabbed mie and began 1o Jabhar vile
Franch and worse Visavan, mixed with wn-
printable Foglish profanity

Did | know Private Blank? she demanded,
and she named a good fallow who oceasjonally
takes o hottle too many of heer.  “Vas' Well,
vasterday ha came hera tipsy and got twa bot-
tles of hear and laft without paving. 1 now go
to tha Commandante to have him put in tha
guardhouse.  Ha 14 your comrade. You will
pay for him, T« it not sn?*

I was new then | could see two monthe’
staring poor Blank in the face. So | paid the
WO pesos ani! tﬂign't even Ask for a receipt,
| T'hatevening Blank about it, He prompte

enough energy in bows to earn an honest day's |

1900.

ly produced a witness who had hean with him
throughout the previous day and who testified
that Blank had paid for everything he had
bought at the Turk's. I pocketed my losx and
determinad never to cross that Turk's threshold
ugain, he next day | was passing the Turk's
store. 1 was walking in the middle of the
streat, whioh is as wide as a street i an Aner-
fcan country town The Turkish hag rushed
out of her den and grabbing me and endeavor-
ing to hold me by niain force, demanded two
pewos, which she declared I owed her, under
?ond!r of a report to the commanding offeer
fer husband, a big smiling lout, stood In his
store door and grinned at my discomfiture
Without any particular effort to be gentle, 1
shook her off. Then I stood in the door of &
Chinese shop, a few steps down the street and
watched. Khe assaunlted six soldiers in suc-
oession in the same fashion

This sort of mlus, of course, soon drove all
soldier trade from thelr door,  But on the fol-
lowing pay day the Turkish hag was on hand.
She stop| and weensed every American who
passed of belng her husband's debtor, and he
#100d in his shop door and nodded ug}:ruﬂl
Meanwhila the detachment commander had
announced that he would entertaln no further
compluints from Turks or alleged Armenians
This left the hag with no other resource but
violence, to which she soon resorted. After
half a dozen futile attempta at blackmail, she
l\:ﬂdonly attacked one man with tooth and

. With her nails she tore great strips from
Rll face. Not wanting to strike a wowman,
however vile, he put outa hand to push her
away., She grabbed the fingers in her mouth
lika a rabid dog, biting them to the bone, and
biting clean through two nnanrnuln_ causing
their loss. Just then a practical minded ocor-

oral happened along and knocked her down
f{ar husband looked on. The Turkish traders
and their Port Said hags add to the excitement
of life over here, but we would like to trade "em
for a few decent American shopkeepers. When,
oh! when, Mr. Enterprising Yankee, will you
come? We'll buy wooden nulmnf- or any
other old thing from you, if you will come.

The SSmlud. by the way. very seldom keeps
shop. o goos in for sugar and rice planta-
tions, uu1 in addition to the enormous profit that
18 honestly in the business wrings additional
pesos from his sweating laborers.

In a former letter [ told of the big profita to
bomnm thebhuying andshipping of rice from
this is to the nearby market of ll?llu, of
course, the big plantation owners ship thelr
own rioe and make these profita themselves.
Rut there are thousands of natives who ralse a
small rice erop. Unlike the sugar business, a
large canital 18 not required, But these small
rica growers cannot own or charter lorchas
(salling vessels) and consequently are at the
mercy of the rice buyers. The only native I
place any confidence in. Roatico Rosado. is a
rice buver, and the fairest of the lot.  Old Pap.
a rascally native who runs a public house rn
1sabeln, {s another. I've carefully watched
hhA l,\‘ll?m f?r monthl.bﬂ ke S

native rice grower brings In his crop ay.
He and his family and all his farm help come

together. They hﬂnﬁ the rice on carabao sleds.
On each sled is & big basket, a mammoth affair,
as big as a_vat, and unlike anything vo l‘\?‘li

rfu

raw in the States. These mu‘;h are won
harket makers. They'll actually make a water-
tight basket house. Thelr basket trunks are
waterproof.  These big basketa are full of rice.
Tha whole caravan vanrm in the street in front
of Pap's and the dickering begins,  After twen-
tv-four hours of talk and wild gesticulations
Pap agrees to pay $1 a pico, and the rice is un-
loaded into one of his houses. He doesn’t pay
on the spot.  Oh! no. that i=n‘t his systen). He
swears that he cannot pay until he has shipped
and got his money from [lotlo. The rice grower
knows that ia a lie and that Pap has money
buried in all directions.  But he swallows it and
goes home for a week. Pap puts him off from
week to week until the rice grower begins talk-
ing about bolos (swords). Then one day Pap
meets hlm‘wmpmg. The market in Iloilo went
1o smash just as his shipment arrived and he
only got 80 cents a pico for the rico and can pay
no n‘nrt Then the rice grower and his famlily
and his laborers come to town and camp before
Pap's door for a week, and the bickering begins
at 4 A. M. and continues through the day and
fnto tha night until the breeze blows over the
mountain instead of from the eea. At last Pap
grudgingly pavs 80 cents a pleo. and the rice
grower and his tribe go their way, glad to get
anything. Meanwhile that rice has never gone
further than a warehouse at the nearest sea-
port, for Pap is rich and can afford to hold until
the price in Ilollo is 83.50 or 84 a pleo.

You may ba tempted to say after reading this
that this is no place for a white man to do“yunl-
ness. That 18 a mistake. When the white
man starts to do business hereit willbea knock-
out for all other business men. With a half-
decent wage the native will be content as a la-~
borer and elerk. In the future there will be doz-
ens of hardwood syndicates, pina cloth syndi-
cates, pottery trusts, hasket factories and min-
ing syndicates,  One of our men who has pros-
poactad in the States has samples of pay, ore both
gold and copper. from the mountains on this
island.  What puzzles me Is that the American
traders don't come faster,

By the wav, here is an inventory of the con-
tents of a Filipino store in this pueblo:

One barrel bottled heer. Half empty, all warm, no
fee, It Is too much trouble for the shopkeeper to
put 1t in waier to cool,

Four one vound packages of alleged tea.
and smells llke mouldy ha

one bunch of bananas, all rotien

One bunch of bananas, all green

One soldler's blue shirt, labelled “Price, $10,*
Unecle Sam's price, 81,78

One gin bottle full of beno, warranted to kil at
1,800 yards

One glass Jarof iy specked peppermint drops,

Four packages }‘I‘|rlnn tobarcco, visinly mouldy,

One bolt of red calleo, also 1y specked - hut that
makes no difference

One botileof lemon extraet, two bottles of chemleals,
that mixed, foam like a seciltz powder, half bottle

Tastes

| white sugar, full of ants, one dirty bucket of dirty

Dogs |

water, one lemonade shaker, one cracked tumbler,
very dirty, When the native storekeeper makes
a luke warm dirty drink that he ecalls lemonade out
of these ingredients, he wears an alr of triumph tha
would knock a New York barkeeper sillv - The ¢ns
tomer fishes out the ants

One can of American salmon,

One can of American corned heel

One can of Callfornla peaches, stolen from | nele
Sam.  Priee, 83,

One fine woth comb, ‘The proprietor combs his
own halr with it to show customers how it works.

Onetooth brush, When you price it the sho|
keeper rubs his teeth with 1t 1o show you what i “‘
for,

ON SOUTHERN
How the Natives Make a Living and Have an
Easy Time in Summer,
Irom the Chicayo Record

Nasyvirle, Tean, Jduly 0, - Perhnpe
dreamiest, laziest existence In Ameriea 4 the
life on the Southern rivers in sumer. N
ix at this season of the vear thar thousands
of people—men, women and children - are to
b+ seen catehing turtles, hunting pearls, col-
leeting mussel shells, {Isiing on the sand bhars,
capturing water snakes or dragging submerged
walnut logs from the water, Hundreds of
shanty boats, waking fisii and bartering all
sorts of goods with the nafives, ply from one
landing to another.  The river people are satls-
fied with no other mode of existence und rarely
aver ubandon its seductive charm

The Tennesses River s the greostest jre<h
water turtle gtrean i the world, and the Cuyg-
berland is famous for ats prolifte turtie flelds
The Tennessee has it< “ource in the mountains
and cuts its way through a rocky country, ren-
dering it perfectly clear at normal depth, ThLe
turties of the clear streams. though smaller,
are more valuable in the markets than the
huge monsters taken from the muddy Mis-
""‘"&"’" There are huge turtle pens along
the Tennessee River, where hundreds of them
are kept securely after belngeapt nred.  Sope
turtles have been taken froni the Tennessen
and Mississippl givers which the natives swear
would weigh from 400 1o 6w pounds. These
enormous catehes are rave, and the money s
made by selling the =naller ones,  Washington
and New York furnish the best markets, and
many “a diamond-backed Chesapeake torra-
in" of the famous caterers really came from

PHNeste: )

Turtle meat is as great o favorite dish with
the Southerner as the possuim.  The Southern
lw‘n’o has & proverb that the turtle feeds< on
fish, chicken, eggs, cresses and the cholees
country  delicacies, until his own flesh par
takes of all their various flavors. They posi-
tively assert they can distingulsh all these flavors
The small turtles are captured for fond and
the larger ones for their shell< of which many
domestic  articles are made. The heaviest
hauls are taken in huee fraa traps set in the
swiftest channel of a bavou. The negro lo-
cates a turtle sitting in shallow water and wades
m after him with a forked stick, They teuso
the turtle until he becomes mad and pokes
out his head to hiss, then the forked stick goes
over his head and the turtle i~ Lanled out of
the water. The large ones are killad out-
right and bolled in ﬁlnm pots until the shell
comes off. The shells are then scraped and
polished.

The pearl huuters throng the river every
summer, 'l"hnu-muw of them are wading and
dredging for the mlissel or frash-water elum
The shells of several varieties are gathered
by the ton and =hipped up the Mississippi River
to the pearl-button factories. There are a
dozen varieties of the mussel, but only two
the nlggerhead and the sand shell -are valua
hle to the factories.  Along the river are shacks
{11 seores. i which the familles engaged in (he
hunt find shelter,  Outside are long troughs
filled with water. Huge caldrons are mounted
on brick tounduations, und the shells are boiled
in these. Punts, rafts, flat boats and skiff«
are nsad in the catch. A trap made of heavy
plumbers” pipe is placed over eachi hoat. o
the pipe are strune lnes set ot <six-ineh inter-
valg, which min fore and aft. Four-pronged
hooks made of old wire are fastened 1o the
Lines.  The boat is pushed ont from the bank
for work

The fresh-water elam points Lis nose up-
stream and invariably keeps hia mouth open.,
He lies on the river botton walting for sones
thing to come along, when he will greedily
aelze It and never let go. The trap with the
dozens of hooks is tilted over the side of the

unt lving upsiream and the clams at once
ay violent hold upon it, as many as can get a
arip
in un
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THERE LIES A FAITHFUL SLAVE.

A Good Story of the Ante-Bellum Days From
Western Missour!.

Fron the St. Lowia elobe-De o rat
Y )

“Lvery successfiul man Is more or less of a
selish man.  The devoted tail

This i the inscription on & gravestone ol
far from Harrisowville, Cass county, Mo

Somebody who has kept up with the long list
of fiction will tell you that the words were wyit-
ten by Thomas Hardy in his story of “Jude the
Obsecure.” No matter. They are carved on
the gravestone in the church yvard fust off a
country road that leads to the little county seal
on the western border of Missouri. The grave
i older than the slab by more than a quarter ol a
contury. For more twenty-flve years the final
rest of the occupant was marked by a (vee, for
there was no other tree within a mile or more of
the pluce. One day a storm started somewhere
in Kausas and crossed over into Missouri.  For
nearly a year people poiuted out its course. It
was two miles wide. It was 100 wiles long. Not
a living thing that stopped in the sweep of the
tornado escaped. 1t twisted the old tree that
had stood as sentinel and signboard for this
grave and tore its roots from the ground.

1n 1849 Dr. Hugh McReynolds, the faithful old
physician of the first people who made the com-
munity, joined the gold search which whitened
the Western plains that year with covered
wagons, which made a trail over the mountains
and around the cafions and wound its way to
the land where the sun went down. One de-
voted servant was with him, a slave. His wile
remained behind to care for the old missus and
the children. The summer ripened the froits
and grain of Missouri; the harvest followed: the
leaves mrnoda'ellnw and fell: the snow whitened
the earth and the housetops, and spring re-
turned before tidings came back to waiting
ones of the safe arrival of n]\u!er and servant.
And then there was another long wait, and after
that news of success. From time to time this
was repeated.  The fortune had been realized
The separation was mellowed by anticipated
return. There were no couriera or messengers
in that time, so that the long silence was con-
sidered to mean that the homeward journey
was under way. Nearly four months of this
silence.  Nearly four months of watching and
waiting, maybe praying, for even then there
was that simple faith which was more than
Norman blood.

Across the prairie of Cass county there came
one night A man_double-weight About his
waist, in his pockets, in his hands a fortune.
Gold coin and gold dust and quartz. In his

eart a message of sorrow. It was night when
the lights of the village greeted his coming
He made his {uuruﬂ'ln‘ slower, until all the
lighta went out, one by one, and then the mes-
mracer came to the house, crept into the barn
and reated until the sun was pr

Harrisonville was still a village. The single
ory of anguish which broke from the home to
which the messenger of fortune and sorrow
had come was heard in every house. All day
peopla went from their own places with con-
aolation, and returned to console one another.
They met In the street and wept. Later inthe
day they met in the sanctuary of the town and
appealed for that help which is the last resort
when hvman aid gives up. Then the tidings
travelled into the country, and people from the
farmhouses came in to weap with those who
wept. For days the topie of the village was
the fact that the faithful old physician who had
healad 8o many In his time was bevond recall.

Some time after, when grief had spent {tself,
the R@o le heard the story of the journey o
the black man who had returned in obedience
to his master’s request, and his sense of duty
as well,

In Calaveras county master and servant
worked together, sometimes digging, sonie-
times in the gulch, in patient search for the
treasure of the eartli. Their labor was reward-
ed bevond expectation, Then came an epide-
mie in_ the camp. The master stopy his
search for gold and ministerad to thesick. His
servant was his nurse. They were not always
succassful, [t is appointsd to all men to die,
even when they are away from home, tolling
for thosa who are at home. The epidemio
waa mercilesa, The old physician sometimes
acted in the capacity of minister after he had
fuiled in his other misslon. He received the
messages of the dying, closed their eyes and
consoled the bereav In some cases he as-
sisted in the sepulehira of the dead.

The epidemic did not release its fevered

an living. Then llke an insatiate fland it
turned upon the devoted physician, and he
died in the arms of his faithful slave. In the
last hour of his life he committed to his servant
all he had accumulated, allotting to him his
portion, and his freadom, on condition that
the servant return to his mistress {n Missouri
with her portion

There were human harpies then as there aro
now, and as there ever will be until the good
thme promised by the patriarchs from the he-
ginning shall come, Some of these were in
Calaveras county, and when they failed in rob-
bing the living they despoiled the dead. To
escape these was the problem of the faithf
servant and messenger.  Although he had live
inland all his life up to this time he knew there
was a m'f out other than the long, tedious, bar-
ren trall by which they had come into the new
country. He had heard men talk of the sea.
Not lkely he had any conception of {ta im-
jmensity or {ts uncertain conditions. He only
knew it was one way out. By stratagem, by ex-
posure, by lonely walks, often by nlght: in the
thunder and lightulng of canyon, and gulch,
monntain and vale, often an hungered, more
fu-.‘m-lulg' wearjed by ph'yuh-nl ailment, he
reachied San Francisco with his treasure, the
value of which was estimated at 815,000, He
saw the sen and heard for the firet time the
sound thereof which is cnhe{ anthem or re-
qulem. He only knew, as he had heard it in a
vague way in the camp, that men went down to
this mea in ships. e knew, perhaps by in-
tuition, that there was a long voyage around
the Cape, and that doubled, there was still an
uneertaln one which might land him in New
VYork. He only knew that New York was sonie-
where toward sunrise, as he knew that San
Francisco lay in the track of suuset, But be-
tween the sea with {18 storms and the back
trall with [ts human harpies and deserts and
savages, he chose the sea. Like all wen of lis
race his was a religious nature, guided and sus-
tained by that superstition which might if
properly analyzed and upplied, make better
Christians of men enlightensd.  When some one
sald 10 him that the sea was uncontrollable hy
vian, he replied that e had heard that the Christ
hiad said to it “Peace, be #till,” and he had never
lieard unything about the same power subduing
the multitude when it was enraged.  Therefore,
he chose the sea

It was o weary, 1empestions voyage. More
than onee the ship went out of her course, and
three times her crew mutinled. Ounce they
bound him hand and foot and carried him to the
slip's side 1o pitch him ioto the waters as & pro-
{.n ation to the wraith, This was circutuventsd
w s promise to give each sailor 85 when the
ship reached New York., Not a living soul o
shipboard knew of his treasure, alse he woul
never hove loft it alive.  Oftentities he was re-
quired 1o do service under orders, and it was
nsually work of the most menlal character.

The ship reached the port of New York after
a vovage of nearly four months. The faithiul
sarvant pald to each one of the crew who
had bound him the sum promised and presented
the captain with a larger sum for his considera~
tlon. The journey from New York was by
stage 1o l‘mal)urﬁ.. Thenea down the Ohio
River and up the Mississippi by steamboat to
St Lonis,  From St. Louls up the Missourl by
siinilar means of transportation to Westport
Landing, now Kansas Citv.  Thence by wagon
and horseback to Harrisonville. In proof, as It
any wara necessary, of his perils by sea he car-
ried a certificate from the captain of the ship.

Within less than two years there was an epi-
demice in Missouri. It travelled like the fire in
the dry grasses of a prafrie. Tt tastened itself
upon such out-of-tha-wav places as Harrison-
ville, and wasted human life as mercilessly us
the siroeeo of Algiers.  One of its vietins was
the wife of the good old phesiclan who had given
up hislifein the camu in Calaveras.  Ashe had
nursed his master to the end. the faithful seryant
attended his mistress in her last davs. Thera
were no charity societios then: no homes for the
aged: no community of appeal.  The epideniio
had smitten the village, and those who survived
were penniless.  1n that hour the faithfal old
slave, whose freedom had been earped bhnt
never accepted cane to the relief of the stricken
and his vortion of the trea<iure hagueatheg
went to the amalioration of the peopnle wimong
whorn his master had lived betore he hecame a
Fortv-riner. When the servant died he waa
buried beneath the old tree which shaded and
shelterad the grave of hLis wife, The bit of
ground, iust enough for two dead hodies
was all this old servant had when Le came to
close his eves foraver,  And so when the hurri
cane from hansas lavelled the tree above )is
remaing some one knowing the storv of his

[ lite put the slab over his grave ou which is his

name
A\sa McREYNOLDS

And beneath it the seatence from Thomas
Hardy

The Farthest-North Civil War Fights,
From the st Lowia (flobe-Democ rat

LaxCasTER, Mo, June 14 - During the last
term of the Sehuyler County Court a discission
arose among the attorneys one evening as to
the location of the most northern battle of e
CvilWar Several of the United States histories
refer to Lee's attack on Meade at Gettysburg
as the scene of the most northern battle There
was i skirmish at Lancaster in November, 184
ard a4 regular pitehed battle at Athens, in
Clarke County, Mo, inwhichseveral were killed
n both sides. The latter fight oceurred the
fir<t Monday in Aueust of that year Both ol
these poilits are sixty or seventy miles north of
L(;--nnhuru. and were clo-o to the lowa line, In

all three of these Northern battles of the war

Is were viotorious.
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ngaup until there were more dead in the valley |
t
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CHEERS FOR THE MONSOO\.

HOUSE OF ¢ONMONS REJOICES 0V )
VEWS FROM INDI

Danger of Famine to England Criticismy of
the Indian Press - Complaint, That the
Britlsh Government Glves Neo Ald, hut
Exacts Unremitting Taxation -Hard Facry

The Britlsh House of Commons the aii.e
day was so far roused from its habitual gpa
when Indian affairs are under disens<on s
to receive the fnformation with a <ucee oy
of hiearty cheers that the monsoon had by
on the parched =oil ol the famine dictriois,
FLord George Hamilton, the Secretury of Sthie
for India, i« described as hoaving given the
weleonme news inoa voiee of tremulous uneers
tainty, wnd when the House seized the nne
portance ol the event it gave (ull expression
10 the sense of relielf which overcame it 1t
the reports of persons quite recently retiurned
from India are to he credited, a snecessful
LIONSO0N may go a long way 1o avert serious
frouble in that country. A man associated
with one of the missionary societies, who left
India a few weeks ago, husex pressed the opinion
that the maintenance ol English rule out thore
depends now on an expenditure of money or
blood. He gave as his reason tor putthing the
case so strongly the fact that, even if the raine
are all that are hoped for, the loss of plongh-
ing cattle has been so unprecedented that e
impoverished and enfeebled peasants will hiva
no means of cultivating the land. The eattle
have died literally by hundreds of thousands,
and cannot be replaced, according to the lowest
estimate, under £,000,000. ‘Then the wreteld
people will need tood and shelter until the crops,
supposing they succeed in getting the seed
into the ground, come to maturity. A core
respondent of the Thones of India depicts 1heir
condition in the following sentences

“These poor people, hefore they left 1)eir
village homes for the tar-off famine works,
had to sell everything to =atisfy the gnawing
cravings of hunger: even the flimsy materinls
of their huts were disposed of either for el
or for gramn, ‘They are now quite wory ont
by constant and unfamibiar work, sustaned
only by a scanty diet. Their clothes, it any,
are threadbare and hardly sufficient to epsora
decency, much less to cover their bodies. 1n
thix condition, if they are exposed to the -
clemency of the rains when they return to ther
villages, they will simply die by thonsands,
All the endeavors of lhrf Governmen! are «lis
rected only toward keeping them alive. ¢lo)e
ing for them is urgently required

A large nmoney grant by the British (iove; e
ment in order to start the Indian peasant n
the famine area once more an lile is, iy t1a
opinfon of the man referred to, imperativel v
called for. If for want of such assistanioaw
the favorable season passes away withogt a
crop belng got Into the ground, and the peoyle
have again to face famine with its attendant
consequences of plague and pestilence heogy<a
the British Government refused the peedid
help, then he thinks it will have to make 11a
hold of India good by the expenditure of Llood

Already Indian papers are contrasting tha
action of the Government ol the Czar during
the last great famiue in Russia with the g0
tion of the British Government in this suprems
crisie fn India, with nearly sixty wmillions of

wople in the grip of hunger, plague and cholera

he Russian Government spent close on 8120«
000,000 of {18 spare resources to relieve the os.
tress of its monjiks, while Ihl{ scanty relief
(helow the prison standard) which the Briticn
Indian Government gives its starving rvors
is taken out of ‘their own taxation or from hore
rowings which they will have to make good
out of their future earnings, the land revenue
being the main source of the Indian Governe
ment's_income.

The Indian press, growing bolder as t)ie crizis
increases in gravity, further points out that
while the British Government gives no active
aid to its Indlan subjects in thelr extremiy,
it makes no remittances of taxes, a8 was ciuse
tomary under the native rulers in times of dise
tress, but \'Iﬁorom\ly exacts the last fraction
of taxation due by the impoverished ryots
It likewise continues the draln of revenue 1o
¥ngland to pay what are called the “home
charges,” among them such a charge as §21,-
750,000 exacted annually to pay the coat of mnin-
tenance In England of the depots of reginents
serving in Indin. It is estimated that the tornl
drain from lmil: to England this year will
amount to not less than $80,000,000, for whic),
no commercial return or equivalent in any
shape whatever will be made; the total sfin-
flarly abstracted during the last twenty years
being put at the stupendous figure of $2,500,-
000,000, It is such hard, incontrovertfbf
facts as these that give point to the complain' «
and protests—for they are nothing more as yor
—of the Indian press and Indian publio speakers
on Indian affairs. The only offset to whit
Fngland takes out of India officlally, as de-
werfbed, is a &r{\'no relief fund up to date «f
about $1,750, But that, with cheers for
the monsoon, I8 obviously insufficient to meet
the requirements of the situation.

LIGHTNING'S LONG LEAP.

Two and One-Half Miles Across Clear Sky 10
Swat Mr, Smith’s Barn.

I'rom the Lewiston Evening Journal

SotTH SMITHFIELD, Me., July 9.—A singlag
phenomenon was witnessed by a party of Watege
ville people yesterday forenoon while on the
way to East Pond. Over the north of Rome
and across Smithfleld a thunderstorm was in
progress. In that section where the party wes
at the time the phenomenon occurred, the sun
was shining brightly and the southern edge «f
the rain belt was afterward determined s
three and a half miles away.

The party was just driving down a hill a1 d
the country for several miles was stretchirng
before the party and in plain view, The 1a u
fell in torrents along the ridge three miles away
and the lightning flashed every few second-.
To the eastward are the farm buildings f
Howard Smith, on the ridge across the valle v
and in the supshine at the time. The buildinks
are one mile north of where the party was ridin..
A bolt of lightning was seen to leave the heavy
bank of clouds at the top of the hill or ridee
which was being deluged by the storm, and,
zigangging its course across the clear spa.w
tor & distance of &t least two and a half miles
strike the barn of the Smith place. A eloie
of what was supposed at the time to be =moke,
but what alterward proved to have heen not he
ing but dust, arose and the ladies and gentlemen
jn the carriage supposed that the great hion
would be destroyed by fire

The party at once changed its course for 11w
{)!lrpu of going 1o the assistance of the fari:
Vhen the Smith home was reached it was wes
the bolt had torn an irregular course from o
end of the ridgepole diagotally down the ro f
10 the lower corner at the farther end of 11«
barn, thence to & fence, splitting rails and post s,
bouncing over to the wall curb and upsetiing
that. finally spending itsell along the grovnd
in the direction of the highway Mr. Smitiis
damage will amount to not more than 85, and
that will be taken up entirely in replac! g
shingles

A visit was paid to the barn, in which there
wera two horses, the rest of the stock being
in the pasture. The horses were tremhbhng
with fear and when spoken to by the owner dia
not wppear to notice him, Tests were made
and It was determined that the Lorses weps
<till stunned from the shock and that ther
hearing hud been aftected. Mro Smith wo-
hitehed both horses and by speaking to the
tried to drive theni from their stalls, but it was
in vain, the Lhorses pay ing ho attention 1o hi
The horses were at Jast led ont of the barn and
walked abovt for a thue Then Mr. Smith
stepped belind them some distance and spoke
to thew,  The anpoals ar once turned aronnag
and went to hing  Chickens that were abon' t!:
vard at the time the bolt o]l were renderd
tunconscious, and for more than an hour, /=
though nlone and wandering ahout, were st.l
~0 dazed that they would run against obstacles
in the vard. The trail of the bolt in the sartn
was not wider than two inches and did not
penetrate the ground at a greaterdepth. When
the holt arrived at the highway it must Lave
taken a t'x’fhl into space, as the trail stops« sud-
denly with no indication of the bolt Laving
gone iuto the ground.

Mr. Smith sald that at the tite the bolt struch
his barn he was observing the progress of the
storm west and north and that the eastern
edge of the cloud, near the northern extre oy,
seerped to be afire with lightming and that the
thin streak# of fire darted cut of the coege of
the cloud far nto the clear =ection «v» W
seconds

on

1Baby s Lonely Ride Down Siream
)it Philadelphic  Preas
SeLiasorove, Pao Jualy 10 - Four«avear-old

Jenne Burke, who resides with her parents near
Laverpool, Parry county, strayed away (row he

the

home unobserved on Monday to the bavk of the
Susguehanna River A sgiff waslightly beached
on the shore, and the tot got into 1t 1he bhoat
loosened 1ts hold and dritted awin

After saveral hour< had elapsed the oother
thought of her chidd and instituted o sense
it without stecess  She then thorgnt of the
river, and went vy the ploce whore the boat hal
Lwseery e haed, andd o hers e und Ler chald han
soooften gones Tor recregtion far the Lttt

She was thed woth borror to ohserve that tia
hoat was 1ot thers, ity helieving thal tie
ehild had been in it and had heen cored nney

with it.  Her fears proved wel e
To-day, after an all-night search, word was

brought that the child was found in the boat

twenty miles away well and unscathed. -
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